APPENDIX I
SOME NOTES ON NEW AUTHORITIES AND SHORT LIST OF
BOOKS REFERRED TO
THE ultimate authority in all records of geographical exploration is
the written or spoken word of explorers; and these original sources
of information, on the period covered by this book, may be
regarded as complete.   Our authorities may be grouped as follows:
1.  Original diaries, letters and memoranda of explorers.
2.  Verbal statements of the same.
3.  Published works of same.
4.  Other data, as specified a few lines below.
Some remarks seem to be needed on the new authorities.
Most of the diaries used in this book are very full records of
events, and the best of them are worthy of being published verbatim.
One result of this is that the history of these expeditions is well known.
Living explorers have been most willing to correspond on the subject of
their expeditions and have done so to a large extent. In this manner
they have sent a great deal of valuable, and otherwise unobtainable, infor-
mation additional to that from other sources. The correspondence with
explorers, critics and historians has proved one of the most important
branches of the work and one that has made it not only authoritative but
intimate.
The writer has met most of the living Antarctic explorers and the
members of their staffs. As much time as possible has been spent with
them and it is impossible to say how much original data has been gleaned
from their lips. Their published works call for no comment. The Other
Data consist largely in the reports of lectures, articles in geographical and
other journals, various original documents that have been transcribed
and printed so as to be accessible to students, also books of many kinds;
but above all, the numerous scientific reports issued by most of the expedi-
tions. All or nearly all the above are to be found in the library of the
Royal Geographical Society or at the Scott Pokr Research Institute in
- Cambridge. No bibliography is given here because Mr, Bjarne Aagaatd
published one in 1930 much more comprehensive than we have space for.
See his "Fangst og Forskning i Sydishavet," pages 957-1032, with a
further thirty pages of whaling literature.
Two new sources of information utilized in Chapter n have been
Shackleton's original letter to his wife seat by the Nimrod from Cape
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